“Renewing our Motivations and our Way of Evangelizing Today”

From the Perspective of JPIC

1.  JPIC is a dimension of our Franciscan life.  It is transverse to all of the other dimensions (prayer, fraternity, evangelization, formation….), and all of the other dimensions are transverse to JPIC.

2.  The motivations for doing JPIC continue to be the same:

· From the Old Testament: God of the Covenant, “I have heard the cry of my people,” the prophets

· In the New Testament, Luke 4, Jesus quotes Isaiah in reference to himself and tells everyone: “The spirit of the Lord is upon me; therefore he has anointed me.  He has sent me to bring glad tidings to the poor, to proclaim liberty to captives, recovery of sight to the blind and release to prisoners.  To announce a year of favor from the Lord.”

· From the Church.  Gaudium et Spes, establishment of Justice and Peace Commission by Paul VI.  Final document of Synod of Bishops in 1971: “Action on behalf of justice and participation in the transformation of the world fully appear to us as a constitutive dimension of the preaching of the Gospel, or, in other words, of the Church’s mission for the redemption of the human race and its liberation from every oppressive situation” (Justice in the World, #6).

· From the Order: “The friars, as followers of St. Francis, are bound to lead a radically evangelical life, namely: to live in a spirit of prayer and devotion and in fraternal fellowship; they are to offer a witness of penance and minority; and, in charity towards all humankind, they are to announce the Gospel throughout the whole world and to preach reconciliation, peace and justice by their deeds; and to show respect for creation” (GGCC 1,2).   Throughout the GGCC; GGSS; Ratio Formationis; Ratio Studiorum; Plenary Council of Bahia.

· From the world: Reading the Signs of the Times.

3.  Renewing our Way of Evangelizing Today

a. Continue to evangelize with our way of living

· Called to evangelize by our witness of life.

· Ongoing conversion and formation (new resource book on Chapter IV of the GGCC); living all dimensions of our Franciscan life.

· Implementing the JPIC decisions of Chapter 2003: ecology and impact of our lifestyle; peace, non-violence and resolution of conflict; special concern for the excluded (charity but also work to address causes of poverty); ethical use of financial and natural resources; promotion of JPIC course at Antonianum (and in all of our institutions of higher learning).

b. Look for new ways to evangelize in our ministries

· Looking outside of ourselves; reading signs of times; experience: check final document of Extraordinary General Chapter of 2006, # 10: “The process we have lived together has confirmed for us that what is most proper to the Franciscan way is to start out from life.  That is to say, we start from the importance of practice in order to understand our vocation better.  Theory illuminates life, but it can never substitute it.”  And in # 12 the idea is developed a bit further: “First there is always life, experience, human contact with the suffering and hopeful reality of each person, with each people, and with creation; then comes the interpretation of life in the light of faith in an ongoing cycle.”

· Look for ways to include JPIC in our parish and educational ministries.  JPIC groups.  JPIC resources for schools and parishes.

· Collaboration: with all services of the Order/province; with Franciscan family; with Church organizations; WITH LAITY – example of Holy Name Province in USA (in all of our ministries; for mission).

Worksheet for Small Groups

1.  Do you agree that JPIC is an integral part, a dimension, of our life as Franciscans?

2.  How is JPIC already integrated into the evangelizing work of the Order?

3.  What concrete action(s) would you propose to deepen a commitment to JPIC values in our evangelizing work?  How can we invite the laity to take a more important part in our ministries?

